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LEGAL NOTICE 

 
NOTICE OF ELECTION AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC REFERENDUM 

 
 

     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Election of the Newark Valley Fire District will take 
place on December 9, 2025 between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the Newark Valley 
Fire District station located at 7151 State Route 38, Newark Valley, NY,  for the purpose of 
electing: one Commissioner for a five (5) year term, commencing January 1, 2026 and ending 
December 31, 2030; and Vote on a Proposition on the Establishment of a Service Award Program 
for Active Volunteer Firefighter Members of the Newark Valley Fire Department. (Additionally see 
Notice of Public Referendum below.) 
    All voters registered with the Tioga County Board of Elections on or before November 17, 2025 
shall be eligible to vote.  
     To have a name placed on the ballot candidates for District Office shall file their names with and 
submit a letter indicating the term and position for which they are running to the Secretary of the 
Fire District, Renee’ Callahan, P.O. Box 266, Newark Valley, NY 13811 post marked on or before 
November 19, 2025. Must at the time of his or her election or appointment and throughout his or 
her term of office be a resident of the Newark Valley Fire District. 
 

 Renee’ Callahan, Secretary/Treasurer 
   BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
        NEWARK VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC REFERENDUM 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 216, on the Newark Valley Fire 
District Commissioners Election Ballot on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, residents of the Newark Valley Fire 
District in the Towns of Newark Valley and Owego, Tioga County, NY will be asked to vote “Yes” or “No” on 
the following proposition: 
 
THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF THE NEWARK VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT ADOPTED A 
RESOLUTION ON OCTOBER 1, 2025 AUTHORIZING, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 11-A OF THE GENERAL 
MUNICIPAL LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, A PUBLIC REFERENDUM OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS OF 
THE NEWARK VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT, IN ORDER TO SEEK APPROVAL OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A DEFINED CONTRIBUTION SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2025, WHICH 
SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER OR 
ITS DESIGNEE(S), FOR ACTIVE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER MEMBERS OF THE NEWARK VALLEY 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
 
UNDER THE PROGRAM, A $700 ANNUAL SERVICE AWARD SHALL BE CREDITED TO A 
PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM ACCOUNT AFTER THE 
END OF EACH YEAR AFTER 2024 DURING WHICH A PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER 
EARNS A YEAR OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM SERVICE CREDIT; ADDITIONAL $500 SERVICE 
AWARD(S) SHALL BE CREDITED TO THE ACCOUNTS OF ELIGIBLE PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER 
FIREFIGHTERS FOR EACH YEAR UP TO A MAXIMUM OF FIVE (5) YEARS OF SUCH SERVICE CREDIT 
EARNED FOR CALENDAR YEARS PRIOR TO 2025 AND AFTER CALENDAR YEAR 2020; SUCH 
PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ACCOUNT BALANCE WITH INVESTMENT INCOME 
EARNED THEREON LESS NECESSARY PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES SHALL BE THE 
PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ACCRUED SERVICE AWARD; PARTICIPATING 
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS SHALL BE PAID UPON APPLICATION, GENERALLY ON OR AFTER AGE 
60, THE ENTITLEMENT AGE, A LUMP-SUM PAYMENT OR TWO EQUAL ANNUAL INSTALMENTS, 
EQUAL TO THE PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ACCRUED SERVICE AWARD; 
PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AGE 60 AND OLDER MAY CONTINUE TO EARN 
SERVICE CREDIT AND BE PAID ADDITIONAL SERVICE AWARDS; PRE-ENTITLEMENT AGE DEATH 
BENEFITS SHALL BE PAYABLE UNDER THE PROGRAM EQUAL TO THE VESTED PORTION OF THE 
PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ACCRUED SERVICE AWARD; PRE-ENTITLEMENT AGE 
DISABILITY BENEFITS SHALL BE PAYABLE UNDER THE PROGRAM EQUAL TO THE PARTICIPATING 
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ACCRUED SERVICE AWARD; THE PAYMENT OF ANY PROGRAM 
BENEFITS SHALL EFFECTIVELY COMMENCE JANUARY 1, 2026 AS PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER 
FIREFIGHTERS OR THEIR BENEFICIARIES BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR PAYMENT. 
  
THE ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST OF THE PROGRAM, TO BE PAID BY THE NEWARK VALLEY FIRE 
DISTRICT BEGINNING IN CALENDAR YEAR 2026, SHALL BE AS MUCH AS $8,400 SHALL INCLUDE AN 
ANNUAL ADMINISTRATION FEE OF ABOUT $516; SUCH ESTIMATED CALENDAR YEAR 2026 COST 
SHALL BE ABOUT $700 FOR EACH PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER; THE ESTIMATED 
COST OF GRANTING SERVICE CREDIT FOR SERVICE RENDERED IN THE FIVE (5) YEARS 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING JANUARY 1,2025 MAY BE AS MUCH AS $23,000 FOR CURRENT ACTIVE 
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER MEMBERS ($500 A YEAR FOR EACH PARTICIPATING VOLUNTEER 
FIREFIGHTER) AFTER TEN (10) YEARS  THE COST OF SERVICE CREDIT EARNED FOR YEARS PRIOR 
TO 2025 SHALL BE FULLY PAID.  
 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a copy of the aforesaid resolution and a copy of the Point System 
for earning service credit referred to in said resolution are available for inspection at the Newark Valley Fire 
District, and that every person who shall be a registered voter and who shall have resided in the Newark 
Valley Fire District for a period of thirty (30) days immediately preceding the referendum shall be eligible to 
vote upon the proposition. 


