ThePool Misadventures of Shannon and Michele
By Michele Brazig Constructed Summer2016 )

Not since Mister Blandings Built His Dream House has there been such
a venture into the lands of unintended consequences!

This is a perfectliovely view for the
smooth fox terriers from one of the
grassy dog yards. Why would anyone
~ tamper with it? Well some of us can't
- leave well enough alone. As Stephen
Covey might sgysome of us have to
attempt to "sharpen the saw."

On a hot summer day wlei painting the gazebo, Shannon mentioned
she would like to get a
pool for the boys to cool
off in--perhaps an
inexpensive Intex pool.
No, says Michele. Steve
won't like that on his &
well-manicured lawn. We ’J;,,gj‘
might as well use the old . - - =
volleyball court and do |
something more

substantial. Next thing

you know, Shannon and Michele have located a 30 foot above ground
pool that is being sold because a family is mov@#t§)0.00




Then the revelations begaLiners cannot be reused and must be
replaced. Add an extra $8000.

Oagps, the pump requires electricitylhe electrical service that we had
used forover a decade foour in ground pool was no longer considered
up to code.That meant arench had to be dug across my lawrwhich

to bury the conduit and wiring! No you do not run an above ground
extension cord or use shallow buried cable to operate your pool pump.
Materials alone for the wiring were over $50@hat did NOTinclude
equipment and manpower for the trench
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Next, the dog yardthad to comedown to enable the tree service access
to the tree sized limbs that must be removed because theye a
safety hazard. The limbs shown would have been lurking above the

-++3 POOF-most assuredly awaiting an

" & unsuspecting victim. Given our

history with tree incidents, |
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2 sl knew this had to be nipped in the
| G branches. It looked like a logging
o : site. Yep, another $650.00
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Look at the size of these "limbs"!
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Now for the tough stuff!
The initid clearing of the podiocation

This ground will have to devel to within 1 inchbefore the sand,
pavers, and pool ring can be installed. Yes, it must be that close.
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All the sod that required
renting a rototiller in order

to spread it and reseed grass.

Theroughing out of

A

the level pool site.

Next we get to fine
tune it and bury each
paver level with the
ground and eacrf-;

other. Allthe sand ..
must then be carted
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The Battleground.

Research will reveal so many ways to prepare the ground and level it
for the proper installation of a pooNONE of them are easy when
dealing with stoney soil. The only consistent fact is that you are NOT

to back fill the base and Everything must be leveick your lowest

point and grade everything to it. Unless you have dommething like

this using boards, levels, string levels, now laser transits and the like
you will have no appreciation for the sweat and tedium involved. This
quite literally became a battle ground. Whiney kids, angry spouses, and
thoroughly frustrated ceconspirators would have made a great cast for
a Neighbors Build A Pool Reality Show. Chances are you would have



